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Virtual Volunteer Fair

We were excited to host our first Virtual

Volunteer Fair on 1st November. Eleven

different organisations each had ten

minutes to tell volunteers about the work

they do and the volunteer roles they have

available. It was a great opportunity for

volunteers to hear about volunteering

opportunities, from the comfort of their

own home, and based on the number of

volunteers who signed up to attend; it was

well-received. We are planning another

one for the new year, watch this space for

more details. 

Welcome! This could be my favourite

time of year. There is always so much

going on, but taking an evening to really

focus on the achievements of volunteers

across Dorset is truly inspiring – and

reminds us why we do what we do. 

This year we had an unprecedented

number of nominations for the

Celebration Evening, and it was

particularly heartening to see the young

volunteers – they are such an under-

utilised resource, and they really are our

future. 

We were honoured for the first year to

be able to present the ‘Andy Jacobs

Legacy Award’. This is a special award to

commemorate the life of a volunteer

who struggled with his mental health.

There is so much great work happening

that either directly or indirectly

improves people’s sense of wellbeing,

community and purpose. 

Coming up to the festive period, there is

again a focus on what is happening in the

community and how people can get

involved and support others who are

alone and isolated. But being connected

year-round with other people through

work, volunteering, befriending, activities,

clubs and interests is vital for our physical

and mental health. 

We are always thrilled to be able to

connect people, because we know it

makes a difference. We do this through

our Community Volunteers and

Community Green Team in all kinds of

ways – and we know that sometimes a

call or visit from our staff or a volunteer

could be the only contact people have

that week. We are stronger together!  

Marie Waterman

CEO

Fancy taking part in a beach clean to blow

away some cobwebs? Check out the

website www.litterfreedorset.co.uk to

find a group in your area.

Christmas time in Dorset

Helping Out

AgeUK North South West Dorset  

are looking for fundraising volunteers on

these dates:

12th December: Tesco Dorchester –

Bucket Shake

13th December: the Community Carol

Concert – volunteers required to serve teas

and perhaps mince pies!

22nd December: Asda Weymouth –Bucket

Shake. Call 01305 269444 for more.

Christmas Day lunch in Weymouth

Veteran’s Hub Community Cafe in

Wyke. Open from 10.00-4.00pm for tea

and mince pies, and lunch from 1:00pm.

Free, although donations appreciated. Check

out their Facebook page for details.

St Paul’s Church in Abbotsbury Road

(Call Tony on 07810 498796).

St Aldhelm’s Church in Spa Road (call

Jackie on 07762 159218).

Booking essential for these church events.

Youth Volunteering

We have several great opportunities for

young people to get involved in volunteering

across Dorset. Whether you are looking for

a worthwhile project to fill your spare time,

a way of making some new friends or

contacts, or some valuable work experience

to add to a CV for a job or university

application; check out the youth

opportunities on our website.

If you like the sound of some volunteering

at The Keep in Dorchester or the Nothe

Fort in Weymouth, attending town or

county council meetings to debate with

decision makers, helping out at a youth club

or with young readers at a library, we can

help. Also, have a read of Quinn’s story on

p.15; she’s inspirational!

To the Dorset winners of the first King’s

Award for Voluntary Service – the

equivalent to an MBE and the highest award

given to local volunteer groups. Burrough

Harmony Group is a fantastic group in

Bridport which supports people with mental

health challenges to recover and integrate

into their communities. Please check out

their volunteering opportunities via our

website.

Congratulations also to the other Dorset

winners – Melplash Agricultural

Society in Bridport, and the HealthBus

and the Youth Marching Band, both

from Bournemouth. A great achievement!

Congratulations!
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We had an incredible day recently at the

launch of The Park Community

Garden by St John’s Church in Weymouth.

Thank you to Litter Free Dorset for

providing the fabulous raised beds as part of

their ‘Reconnecting with Nature Spaces’

project, which aims to help improve the lives

of local people with dementia and/or

learning difficulties. The Volunteer Centre’s

Green Fingers group will be looking after

the beds from now on, planting delicious

vegetables and herbs for the community to

enjoy.

Litter Free Dorset’s next project is creating  

a community garden in Portland with the

Muntsys crew. Get in touch to get

involved. 

are really in need  of someone to help look

after the financial affairs of this popular

cafe. Some experience of bookkeeping is

an advantage, but not essential. Please see

the opportunity via the VCD website. 

Small charities who really

need some help...

Janet runs this small group of the Multiple

Sclerosis Society pretty much single-

handedly. She enjoys volunteering for the

group but says she “really, really needs

some help”. If you can help with admin,

fundraising or any other aspect, please give

her a call on 07554 882414.

MS Society Dorset

Over The Wall is a UK based charity for

children with serious illness and disabilities,

and their families, to discover a world of

mischief and magic. A place where they can

be brave and have fun with others. These

amazing places are physical (in residential

camps) and also available online (with Camp

in the Cloud). And what’s more, it’s all free

and so can be accessed by families on any

budget!

Over The Wall provides a safe

environment for children and young

people to build confidence and self-esteem

whilst first-class medical care ensures a

unique ability to cater for more than 130

different conditions. They are running a

residential camp next April in the grounds

of Bryanston School, Blandford, and are

looking for volunteers to help out. Every

year they need over 700 volunteers in a

variety of roles to help create an

unforgettable camp experience for young

people with health challenges and their

families. If you can help out, please get in

touch... www.otw.org.uk

Active Dorset are opening a new café in

Redlands, Weymouth, and are looking for

fantastic volunteers to help run it. If you

have a few spare hours and would like to

help, please get in touch!
New research suggests that 1 in 5 charities

could disappear this winter. The National

Council for Voluntary Organisations

(NCVO) is launching a new campaign to

help support these charities delivering vital

services this winter. For charities who give

so much, with costs climbing, income falling

and demand increasing, this is a 'Cost of

Giving' Crisis.

85% of charities predict this winter will be

as tough as last winter. As a result, 

in addition to offering practical support to

charities and calling for government

funding, NCVO are asking us all to

‘donate spare time, not just spare

change’. While the generosity of the

public through donations and fundraising is

vital, almost half of charities say they’re

planning to meet the challenges of the Cost

of Giving Crisis by recruiting more

volunteers. www.ncvo.org.uk

https://www.otw.org.uk/residential-camp/
https://www.otw.org.uk/residential-camp/
https://www.otw.org.uk/camp-in-the-cloud/
https://www.otw.org.uk/camp-in-the-cloud/


VCD Out and About

4c
a
m

p
 b

e
st

iv
a
l The team at Volunteer Centre Dorset love to get

out and about around the county to meet as many

of you as possible, talk about volunteering – and

have a bit of fun along the way.

Camp Bestival and the Dorset County Show are

great events for us – they’re really well attended

and we are able to speak to local people about the

huge range of volunteering opportunities available

across the county, as well as help new volunteers

find roles to suit their interests and time

commitments.

In fact, neither event would be as successful as they

are without volunteers to actually deliver the

shows. Volunteers assist with a wide variety of tasks

at Camp Bestival – giving directions, reporting

problems and working alongside the Bestival fire

safety, medical and security teams.  James Cox, who

is the organiser of the Dorset County Show, points

out that there are around 400 people who give

their time to make the show happen, many of

whom have been involved for 40 or 50 years!

Indeed, James himself was first involved in the

popular annual event as a young ten year old, when

he helped his parents during their show visits!

We really are lucky in this wonderful county to

have so many generous people ready and willing to

give their time. If you’d like to find out about some

of the opportunities on offer, please give us a call

or check out the Volunteer Centre website.
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We’ve attended school and college open days, given

radio interviews, attended networking events with

other voluntary sector partners, and we’ve even

driven tanks – well, we would have if they’d let us! 

This is all to raise the profile of volunteering around

Dorset. We love to talk directly to people about

the great benefits of volunteering, the huge range

of opportunities available, and perhaps most

importantly, the difference you can make locally. 

If you are running an event, or know of any taking

place which we can go along to and promote the

benefits of volunteering, please do get in touch! 



Celebrating Dorset’s Volunteers

In October, we had the enormous pleasure once again of hosting

our Volunteer Celebration Evening. It was a fabulous event,

celebrating and recognising just some of Dorset's amazing

volunteers.

 Over 170 volunteers and guests attended this much-anticipated

event, and nominees were celebrated across four categories –

Young Volunteer of the Year, Teams of the Year, Volunteer of the

Year and a new award for this year, the Andy Jacobs Legacy

Award, recognising volunteering in wellbeing and mental health.

Andy Jacobs was one of Volunteer Centre Dorset’s volunteers,

well known by the team and a lovely person, who very sadly took

his own life in 2019. We wanted to create a legacy award in Andy's

memory, and so volunteers in this category are nominated for their

particular dedication to mental health and volunteering. We were

so honoured that Andy's family could be with us to see the award

winners and hear their stories of the impact they make in other

people’s lives - and their own.

   

Inspiring stories were told throughout the evening. Some of them

are featured in this newsletter. You can see how proud and

touched some of the organisations were by their posts on social

media.



We were very pleased that Room to Reward

could once again play an important role in our

evening. This wonderful charity, which now partners

with over 500 hotels throughout the UK, enabled us

to give three short breaks to some very lucky, and

deserving volunteers, and a generous hamper to a

team.

 The celebration evening is a fabulous way to

recognise the wonderful diversity and breadth of

volunteering across Dorset. If you know any

volunteers who should be nominated for the

Volunteer Celebration Evening 2024, please keep an

eye out in our future newsletters or on our website

for nomination forms.

Celebrating Dorset’s Volunteers

https://www.roomtoreward.org/
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“Some people truly

deserve the title

lifesavers... Anna

is one of those
When Anna moved into the house next door

to Wendy and Ken, they were in their 80’s,

and she noticed they were not very mobile.

Wendy had early onset dementia, and Ken

had some health issues and couldn’t walk far.

But they had a bouncy little dog 

who was their life...

This is the story of Wendy, Anna and Lola...

”

I taught Lola some basic commands, and that humans are in

charge! But I was working five days a week and I just didn’t

have the time to do any more than one or two walks with

her. I felt SO guilty that she couldn’t get out every day, and

that the couple would not get a break, unless I walked her. 

I had a think about what I could do to help, and I did what I do

best – I went into organisation mode! Having worked in

education most of my life, I know how important safeguarding

is. To give Wendy and Ken the greatest chance of protection I

knew that anyone walking Lola and coming into their home

should have a DBS check, so I approached charities which

provide this service for their volunteers. Initially I found

another lady through the Cinnamon Trust, which is a national

charity for elderly people, the terminally ill, and their pets.

Between the two of us we gave up most of our evenings to

ensure that Lola got out at least five times a week. 

Sadly, however, Ken then died. He had a heart attack whilst he

was out with Lola, and she did not leave his side until passers

by found them. She was absolutely devoted to Ken and she

was distraught for weeks after his death – it was heart-

breaking to realise she was actually in mourning for her dad.

Soon after moving into my new house I noticed a ball of beige

fluff running madly up and down next door’s garden. Then a

fluffy nose started appearing under my fence.  So it was that I

met Lola – she used to stand and bark until I came out, and I’d

reach through the fence and give her a tickle. She was full of

life, fluff and energy! 

I soon realised though, that Lola’s ‘hooman’, Ken, wasn’t able

to walk Lola every day. When he could, he would take her

out in the car to Portland Heights and sit in the car with the

door open and Lola would run around for a bit, but that was

it. At home, I could hear Lola barking a lot, and I could see

through the fence she was getting fatter, unfit, and very

frustrated from not having any mental and physical stimulation

from a walk.

Ken and Wendy didn’t ask for help, but being animal mad, I

offered to take Lola out once a week. She had never worn a

harness before, or even left her mum and dad. She was

terrified to start with, but I persevered. This meant that

Wendy and Ken had a break from the ever-bouncy dog in

their house that had no training and was completely mad! And

it gave Lola some structure and allowed her to enjoy all the

natural dog behaviours of exploring, sniffing and stimulation,

which she needed to stop her getting bored and destructive.
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By this time, Wendy was totally house-bound, and now there was only me

and one other lady looking after Lola – walking her, organising groomers,

taking her to the vets, making sure she had all her flea and worm tablets,

checking weekly that her eyes and ears were ok, buying poo bags and

treats etc, all whilst still managing our own lives.

 

I soon felt I was fighting a losing battle, so I decided I needed to get some

more help. I approached Volunteer Centre Dorset to see if I could find any

more local volunteers. What an amazing organisation!  

Finding volunteers has been challenging – obviously people come and go –

but over the years I have organised a group of local people to look after and

regularly walk Lola, and now, five years on,  we are nine, which is great.

Each weekend I contact all of them, and put together a rota for Lola

(walking, groomers, vets if needed etc). I then print it, take it round to

Wendy’s and it all goes on her whiteboard in the kitchen. Her dementia is

worse now, and she needs to have these things written down. I ensure I

speak to all the volunteers each week. I organise social get togethers with

them which is always a lot of fun, and it means they can meet each other –

it’s important I do everything I can to keep all the wonderful volunteers

motivated.

 

Wendy was devastated when Ken died. And with Lola as her sole

companion now, like a lot of elderly people, Lola is her focus and her

world. The group I organise to support them both means that Wendy can

keep Lola, and ensures that Lola has all her basic needs met. Without us,

she would have to be re-homed... which would be devastating for Wendy. 

 

Finally, I have also found a forever home for Lola with a couple of my

volunteers for when the time comes, which means that it’s one less thing

for Wendy to worry about.

“ I’m eternally grateful to
all the volunteers who
have  come and gone

over the years . 
I dedicate my award to
these amazing people
who give up their time
every week to look

after little Lola which  
means that Wendy can

keep her companion with
her as long as possible. 
Thank you to each and

every one of you.
–Anna

”

Anna is presented with her

Volunteer of the Year Award 

by Lady Fellowes at the

Volunteer Celebration evening 

Thanks you Anna
for everything
you’ve done for
Wendy and Lola.
You truly are a

lifesaver!
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Born out of loss, this charity is

supporting the parents and children

staying on Dorset County Hospital’s

Kingfisher Ward. 

Sadly, this is why ‘Sophie’s Legacy’ was born, and this charity is

working hard to ease the burden on parents and patients while

they are in hospital. Often when a child is admitted to hospital,

it is unexpected – with no time to pack a toothbrush or PJ’s for

the child, let alone anything a parent might need. So, parents

can find themselves at the bedside many hours, or even days

later, without any essentials. Alongside this, they are having to

live out of snack vending machines, or buying food from the

hospital cafeteria. This only adds additional hassle and a financial

burden. 

When Sophie was in hospital, she wanted children to have

access to more of the food they wanted and liked, and parents

to be able to have freely available snacks and toiletries. Sophie’s

Legacy, the charity set up in her name, is now established in

Dorset County Hospital’s Kingfisher Ward, and with the help

of kind donations and volunteers, it is supporting poorly

children and their families. 

If you would like to support this worthwhile charity helping

people through a very difficult time, please donate items at any

of the drop off points across Dorset, purchase a pizza night, or

support with connecting, sorting and delivering donations.

Drop off points include VCD’s office in Dorchester, and the

Weymouth Information Shop. The charity also carry out work

nationally advocating for greater research and funding for

childhood cancers.     

Please visit www.sophieslegacy.co.uk or contact us for

more information on how to get involved.     

While most of us are lucky enough not to have to imagine

the pain and sadness of our child being diagnosed with a

serious illness, there is some comfort in knowing that help is

there for families whilst they experience this rollercoaster. 

Hannah from the Kingfisher Ward collects donations

from the Weymouth Information Shop



11

VCD in the Community

For over ten years, our Community

Credits Scheme (CCS) has been

helping adults with learning disabilities,

anxiety, and other additional needs to

get out and lead more complete

and active lives. 

In seven locations across Dorset, social

action groups meet monthly where

people (either with or without their

carer) socialise, chat, and plan days out

together. They also learn about skills

training, community support and

volunteering opportunities they can

participate in. 

Some of the events our CCS volunteers

have enjoyed this year include boat and

day trips out to various local attractions,

picnics and BBQs, volunteering in charity

shops and cafes, photography classes and

exhibition, and other art, craft and

cookery events - and we’ll finish off the

year with a Christmas disco!

If you or someone you know would like

to be involved with one of our groups,

please contact Siobhan on 01305

269214 We look forward to meeting

you!



10

10

”I love the flexibility this kind
of volunteering gives me. ”

– Lesley

The gift of time...
... worth more than money!

Throughout the year, and certainly leading up to Christmas, many charities are

rattling buckets, holding raffles and asking people for cash donations to support

their good work. But for some charitable projects, particularly those who utilise

volunteers, ‘time’ is the most valuable resource.

Volunteer Centre Dorset’s Community Response Volunteers give their time to

people local to them, to do the kinds of tasks that you might typically ask a friend

or neighbour to do.  

This gift of time helps people who are unable to do a task themselves for any

reason, including being elderly, unwell, disabled or recovering from a hospital stay.

In many cases, people need just one-off or occasional help. 

This may be for someone recovering from an operation who needs a volunteer

to walk their dog, a bit of help in the garden, or someone to deliver their shopping

or a prescription. It may be that someone needs a lift to a doctor’s appointment,

or perhaps they are feeling vulnerable, or lonely, and would appreciate seeing a

friendly face for a cup of tea and a chat. 

People need a bit of help for lots of reasons. 

Amy, a nurse at Dorset County Hospital often sends referrals to VCD asking for

volunteer help for patients due to go home. She says, “The volunteers are helping

people leave hospital and giving them the confidence to stay living happily in their

own homes for longer. Knowing there is this kind of help in the community makes

a difference for me doing my job, and the happiness of my patients.” 

“Having Lynn drop by
with some shopping

when I first came home
from hospital made all
the difference. I never

want to be a bother, but
to be honest, I had

nobody else to ask for
help. My daughter lives
in Sheffield, and I don’t

use the internet so I was
worried how I would
manage.” Shirley,

Sherborne 

“Since my husband died,
I have been struggling
to manage the garden
on my own. Steve has

been so lovely and
helpful and I am able to
rake the leaves while
he’s mowing. I always

treat him to a nice
cuppa and some

biscuits!” Norma,
Dorchester

Community Response Volunteers
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Lesley has been one of our fabulous Community Response Volunteers

since 2020. She registered with Volunteer Centre Dorset during the

pandemic, and has been helping as and when she can ever since. If a

request for help comes in that she is local to her, and she is able and

happy to answer, she simply replies to our email or gives us a call. 

Recently, Lesley has been shopping for an elderly neighbour who isn’t able

to get out and about very easily anymore. She has also met up with a

Spanish lady who is new to the area and doesn’t speak very much English

yet. Lesley goes for a coffee with her and they chat away in a mixture of

languages – Lesley gets to practice her Spanish whilst helping her new

Spanish friend feel less isolated. It’s a win, win!

We asked Lesley what she gets out of being a Community Response

Volunteer...

“I want to contribute to my community – I really benefit

personally from the sense of purpose it brings, being needed

and appreciated. I really love the ad-hoc nature of this kind of

voluntary work. If I’m available and able to help, I’ll reply to

the email or phone call and offer my time. Sometimes the

opportunity has already been allocated to another volunteer;

but if not, I’ll get all the information and I usually contact the

person who’s been 

referred to check 

exactly what they 

need. If I’m not 

available, or I just 

don’t feel like it; I just 

scroll on past. It’s 

never a problem as 

it’s expected that I 

only offer the time 

that I want to.

In my experience, 

people often struggle 

to ask for help when 

they need it. I want to 

live in a community 

where it’s ok to ask, 

and also ok to expect 

that someone will step 

in and help if they can.”

Thanks Lesley, for everything you do for your community.

Over 2000 volunteers
registered as

Community Response
Volunteers during the

pandemic

We receive

over 1,000

requests for

volunteers

tasks every

year. Could

you help with

even one of

these?

Can you help us

support our NHS?

Could you be a
Community Response

Volunteer?

but... many people have

returned to work, study,

caring, and other life

responsibilities! 



 now busy 2 or 3 days per

week, whatever hours or

days I want and I have a real

sense of purpose

Dorset Volunteer Spotlight
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Jackie is one of the lovely people in Dorset who gives up their spare time to

take part in various volunteering roles. She has been involved in volunteering

in Weymouth for over seven years now.

 

Initially she used it as a way of meeting people when she first moved to the

area, and found that there was a wealth of activities in and around the town

that she wanted to get involved in. She is involved with the Friends of

Greenhill Gardens, an independent charity who work to preserve,

enhance and encourage visitors to Greenhill Gardens on Weymouth’s

impressive Georgian seafront. With this group, she raises money to carry out

projects for the benefit, enjoyment and education of the public, such as the

festive celebration ‘Carols and Christmas Songs’ on 17th December.

When she’s not doing this, Jackie can usually to be found at the Nothe Fort

– Weymouth’s number one museum and heritage attraction.

She’s one of the team of over 120 volunteers who gave approximately 10,430

hours last year, managing and operating the Fort. Together they show visitors

around the site, answer questions, host concerts and run fun and educational

events throughout the year. In the 1980's Nothe Fort was saved from

dereliction by the determination of the local community. Today, the Fort is a

multi-awarding winning visitor attraction, with approximately 74,500 visitors a

year!

Recognition for the passion and enthusiasm of the whole team came at the

Volunteer Celebration evening in October, when Jackie and three others

were presented with a ‘Team of the Year’ award. Very well deserved

guys – your pride and care is noticed by the visitors and make the Fort a

special place to be.

” I love volunteering
at Nothe Fort 

- its very welcoming
and I love meeting

people! ”
– Jackie
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What did you have to do to be voted

in and what was the process like? 

I had to campaign on three main points that I

would change in my local area if I was voted in.

These were then printed on posters which

were sent out to schools so young people could

better understand what I was working towards

if they voted for me. I also chose to go into

schools and attend assemblies to talk about

what I was standing for – it made me more

approachable and friendly so young people

could interact with me and ask me questions.

Why did you want to run for election?

There were quite a few aspects of school life in

Dorset that I felt needed to change – mainly

how schools are run and the pointlessness of

setting homework! Election night was nerve-

wracking to say the least, although it was very

informal as well – in a good way. All of the

candidates attended and we could bring friends

and family along for support. The previous

Youth Parliament Members were also there to

hand over the reins.

What did you get up to in your

election year?

I attended Dorset Youth Council meetings and

larger meetings with decision makers such as

UNICEF. I worked towards the goals that I had

promised the young people of Dorset, including

refining how homework was set in schools. I

attended public speaking events and hosted

meetings to talk about what I was achieving.

The highlight of my year was attending the

House of Commons Youth Parliament debate

where all the leading members of Youth

Parliaments from across the country gathered

together for a debate in front of the Speaker 

of the House.

One of the most exciting voluntary roles that young people in Dorset can apply for is with the Youth Parliament. 

UK Youth Parliament is a programme run by the British Youth Council which provides opportunities for 11 to 18

year olds to use their voice in creative ways to bring about social change. Every year, Dorset's young people elect two

Members and two Deputy Members of UK Youth Parliament to represent Dorset. Quinn Watson was one of the

Member election winners in 2019. She tells us about her experience.

Dorset Echo, February 2019

Quinn, made up for production

Did you find the experience useful?

The opportunity was a huge boost to my

confidence, helping me gain public speaking

experience, and management and

organisational skills that would aid me

throughout life. Having something like this on

my CV shows that I have worked hard, and

consistently, and that I can work well

individually as well as in a team. I have also

made new friends , many of whom are still

active within the Dorset Youth Council.

 

And what are you up to now?

Since leaving my position in 2020 I have

finished school, and I'm now in my second

year of university studying acting and

performance. I’ve been in some great

productions, including His Dark Materials,

which was great fun! The skills I acquired

during my time with the Youth Parliament

have really helped in many aspects of my life.

If you are passionate about something you

want to change in your local area, I would

absolutely recommend joining the Dorset

Youth Council. You'll have a great team

behind you helping you work towards your

goal and you'll have some incredible

experiences.

Thanks Quinn! 



Supporting Organisations

16

Many local charities, large and small, are in

desperate need of trustees. It is a legal

requirement for every charity to have a

board of trustees – making them truly

essential volunteers for the charity

sector. 

Like all volunteering, it’s not a paid

position (although expenses such as travel

may be reimbursed). 

So what are the benefits of being 

a trustee?

Trustees play a vital role in the running of

an organisation helping ensure that they

have good governance, are run effectively,

are reaching their goals,  and are forward

thinking. Trustees are collectively

responsible for ensuring that the charity’s

finances are well managed and they are

adhering to their purpose, vision and

values.

Trustees are valued for the skills and life

experience they can contribute to a cause

they really care about, by strengthening an

organisation’s foundation and

management. And in addition to helping a

chosen charity, becoming a trustee can

give the volunteer leadership experience,

enhance confidence, and provide the

possibility for career progression. 96% of

trustees report that they have learned

new skills when taking on a role like this.

 

Is becoming a trustee the

challenge you're looking for?

There are many volunteer trustee

opportunities available – we can help you

to find the right role for you. Visit the

Volunteer Centre Dorset website for

current roles available.

I became a trustee at Volunteer Centre Dorset as

someone new to the area. I wanted to meet

people as well as become involved in a sector new

to me, in order to learn as well as contribute. VCD

plays an enormously valuable role in facilitating,

growing and celebrating the volunteer sector, and it

is very rewarding for me personally to be part of

an organisation that is providing such a valuable

service and is going from strength to strength. 

– Helen

“Three years ago I retired after a 42 year

career in the defence industry. I was keen to

put to use some of the management

experience I had obtained during my career

and to ’put something back’ into the

community via voluntary work. Three years on

I now do a variety of voluntary activities, one of

which is being a trustee for VCD. It's

something I thoroughly enjoy, and although the

work of VCD probably couldn't be more

different from what I did in my professional

career, I genuinely believe that my experience

is helping people and ’making a difference.” 

– Phil

A recent report demonstrates that the total monetary

value of all trustees in England and Wales is

£33.17 billion, the equivalent to 1.7% of UK GDP.

Being a trustee is honestly one of
the most rewarding things 

I have ever done.
 – Andy

“
”

Could 
        you... 

We asked some of our own wonderful trustees at Volunteer Centre

Dorset why they volunteer. Helen, Phil and Andy told us...

be a Trustee?

Andy, Chair of the VCD Trustees with Marie 

at the recent Celebration Evening
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Volunteer Centre Dorset and Magicard

have collaborated to produce high quality

and secure ID badges featuring the

HoloKote® watermark. Magicard are

one of the world’s leading manufacturers

of ID card printers, and they’re a local

company based in Weymouth. If your

organisation needs high quality and

secure badges, we can print them at the

Volunteer Centre for you. Prices start

from £4.50 per badge and includes a

lanyard and a badge holder. 

Radio Hire 

Are you planning your organisation’s events

for next year? If so, we have got you

covered for radio hire. We have a set of

12 radios available for hire for events

happening in and around Dorset

throughout the year. Please call us on

01305 269214 for more information, costs

and availability.

DBS checks are often a vital part of

safeguarding, especially if the volunteer role

involves working with children or

vulnerable adults. Volunteer Centre Dorset

can apply for DBS checks for volunteers

where one is required for a particular role.

With over 25 year’s experience as a health,

safety, security and environmental (HSSE)

consultant, Tony Lees is our resident DBS

expert, and he can come to your

organisation and complete the paperwork

for your whole group in one session.

VCD Services

As well as assisting volunteers and voluntary organisations, Volunteer Centre Dorset also offers a range of additional

services. Get in touch on 01305 269214 if we can help with any of these...

Coordinating volunteers can feel quite lonely. The
Volunteer Coordinator Network has helped me to meet
with like-minded people and we support each other. 

Volunteer Coordinator Network

 

The VCN group is for people who recruit, support, and

manage volunteers. 

If this is your role, please come along and meet other people

who ‘get it’ –  as we discuss both the rewards and challenges

which come with the role. It’s a place to share your own

knowledge, whilst picking up hints and tips from each other. 

The network meets both in person and online 

and there’s at least one meeting a month. 

Over 70 different organisations have joined 

us so far – check out when the next meeting

is on our What’s On page, or email Vicky 

at v.hall@volunteeringdorset.org.uk.

“
”
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Social Media

Opportunities

Do you know your way

around Instagram? Know

how to increase a following

on Facebook? Many

organisations we work

with are looking for

someone to help keep

their social media presence

and websites updated,

informative and interesting.

They often need help

communicating their

messages to their

communities, and

highlighting the good work

they do. Can you help?

Opportunities you

can do from home

Many volunteering

opportunities that can be

done from the comfort of

your own home. This makes

these roles very accessible and

available to those who have a

disability or anyone struggling

to leave home. These

opportunities include

mentoring, tutoring, various  

office admin, advising on

financial matters and

counselling, or even phone

befriending. 

Why not see if there’s

something that matches your

skill set?

You can apply for these roles and many others on our website www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk.

1
2

The Volunteer Centre Dorset website has literally hundreds of

ideas and projects to get involved with, and organisations offering

fulfilling voluntary roles. As well as the suggestions on these pages,

there are many, many more. Why not log on and check them out 

– there really is something for everyone.

Visit www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk
10 

Retail  

Opportunities

Charity shops and

warehouses across the

county need counter staff,

storeroom helpers and

drivers. You could be

servicing customers, pricing

items, or managing stock. 

Can you help?

Fundraising

Opportunities

Can you ‘be funny for

money?’ Or are you

fab at organising?

Small local charities

and organisations are

always keen to work

with people who can

fundraise. Whether

you can write bids,

dress up, organise

events or rattle

buckets, many good

causes registered on

our website would

love to hear from you.

.

6

7

8

Heritage & Museum

Opportunities

Shire Hall Museum, Dorset History

Centre, The Keep Military Museum,

Nothe Fort, The Grove Prison Museum,

Sherborne Museum, The Ancient

Technology Centre... these are just

some of the charities, places and spaces

that rely on volunteers to open their

doors day after day for others to enjoy.

If you’re interested in helping out, log on

and check out their opportunities.

18
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Befriending Opportunities

There are lots of befriending and

buddying roles – all sorts of 

ways you can help people, and 

all sorts of people need help.

Our website can offer you 

ideas and opportunities.

Gardening Opportunities

Join our Green Team, or one of the other

community-based gardens or allotments. Have

fun and keep active whilst creating spaces

where people can grow produce, take part in

activities, help people in their gardens and

enjoy being in the outdoors.

.

3 4 5

Roles featured here are just suggestions. Visit www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk for more details and roles.

Administrative Opportunities

Many charities around Dorset are seeking

volunteers to fill a variety of admin roles,

such as telephone interviewing potential

volunteers, monitoring emails, carrying out

research, sending out mail, and helping with

general computer work. Some of these

roles can be done from home, others may

be in an office local to you where you can

meet and mix with other volunteers and

staff. 

tip-top opportunities

19

Driving 

Opportunities

Volunteer drivers are needed

around Dorset for a host of

reasons – van and truck

drivers for foodbanks and

charity shop deliveries,

minibus drivers to take the

disabled or elderly on day

trips, and car transport for

people to attend medical

appointments - or perhaps

sometimes just be able to

enjoy a trip or meal out.

There are difference roles

using a charity vehicle or

volunteer vehicle. Do you

drive? Can you help?

Community 

Opportunities

Whether you’d like to work

with young people or the

elderly, in a regular role or on

a more ad-hoc basis; we have

so many roles which fit into

the ‘Community’ category

you’ll be spoilt for choice. Sign

up as a Community Volunteer

and help out a neighbour, or

find a particular cause close to

your heart that needs your

support – whatever you

choose to you can be sure

that both you and your

community will benefit. 

What have you got to lose?

 

9 10



All 
day,

every
day,

all 
over

the
UK.

14
staff

7
trustees

350+ 
organisations

Volunteer Centre Dorset

champion and support

volunteering across Dorset.

If you think we could 

help you or your organisation,

please do get in touch.

www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk

380+ 
opportunities


