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The  Osp rey  Le i su re  Cen t re  i n  Po r t l and  (access  
t o  sw imming  poo l ,  squash ,  Gym Induc t i on ,                   
t enn i s  and  badm in ton .  H i r e  o f  a  r oom)  

Nigel Williams’s manager of the Osprey Leisure Centre said:  

“Once the idea of the Community Credit Scheme came to 
our attention Osprey Leisure Centre had no hesitation in 
becoming a recognized sponsor of the initiative.  The 
scheme clearly fits within the centre's mission to provide 
leisure time opportunities for the local community based 
on social inclusion rather than exclusion.  This fantastic 
scheme should give individuals with their own ‘get up and 
go’ a sporting chance to take part in activities of their 

CONTACT:  Siobhan Davis: Volunteer Coordinator 

The Coach House 

Acland Road 

DORCHESTER 

DT1 1EF 

OFFICE TEL: 01305 269214  MOBILE: 07918 639014 

EMAIL: s.davis@volunteeringdorset.org.uk 

 www.volunteeringdorset.org.uk  
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Annual Report 2014 

Community Credit Scheme 

Working in partnership with local businesses, 
organisations and communities.             

Funded by the Health & Social Voluntary Fund 
and DCC Community Fund  

Enabling adults with learning disabilities to              
volunteer with the support of a mentor/buddy . 
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♦ Provide a quality service supporting                 

volunteers and buddies in their placements 
 
♦ Recruit and train an additional 20 volunteer              

mentors/buddies 
 
♦ Develop new opportunities 
 

Future Plans! 
Over the next 12 months 

Each local business has been presented with a 
THANK YOU certificate which they have displayed 

on their premises. 

Thank you Magna Housing 
for supporting the scheme 
by offering volunteering 

opportunities and donating £700 towards printing. 
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OPPORTUNITIES IN DORSET 

The Volunteer Centre Dorset has over 1300 different                  
organisations who advertise volunteering opportunities with us.  
If you log onto our website: do-it.org.uk to find further                
opportunities in the Dorset. 

Salvation Army 

Oxfam 

Train Station 

Borough             
Gardens 

Dorchester               
Football Club 

Magna Housing 

St. Peters Church 

Routes 

1610 club 

Muntsi 

Community Church  

VCD gardening 
scheme                      

Dorset Blind              
Association                                               

Second Chance                  
Furniture 

Nothe Forte 

St. Aldheim’s 
Church 

Julia's House             
Bridport  

Bridport Rugby Club 

Weymouth &                    
Portland Council             

Gardening 

Day Centres 

Sue Ryder 

Dorset Wild Life 
Trust 

Leonard Cheshire 

Dorchester Hospital 

Air FM 

Pilgrim House   
Weymouth  

St. Aldhelms Church 
Weymouth  

Wessex Golf Centre 

Opportunities so far! 

Some of the organisations supporting the 
Credit Scheme 
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Volunteer Centres are part of a national network of 
Volunteering Development Agencies.  We work with 
individuals, groups and organisations in the voluntary 
sector to promote, support and develop volunteering in 
the community.   

As accredited members of the national body of                  
NCVO we work to quality standards and principles. 

Volunteer Centres understand the potential offered by 
our local communities and work with them to realise 
this potential. 

    Who We Are 

The Community Credit Scheme 

Enables people with learning disabilities to volunteer 
locally with the support of a volunteer buddy/mentor. 
Credits that are earned can be spend at various                     
leisure facilities which can improve individuals                
wellbeing. The four main areas covered are:                    
Weymouth, Portland, Dorchester and Bridport. 

The ‘First Dorset Credit Union’ manage the credit notes.                 
Businesses send the 

spent notes back in SAE 
provided. Organisations 

sign and collect from              
service points 
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Volunteer buddies & project support team 30 

Volunteers with Learning Disabilities  50 

Placed  53 

Spending Places 20 

STATISTICS 
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Bridport Leisure  Centre  

1 credit = 1 Swim 

Bridport Golf Club Driving 
Range                                  

1 credit = 1 bucket of balls 

 

Bridport Arts Centre 

2 Credits = matinee film 
screenings on Thursdays. 
Please call the box office first 
on 01308 424204 to ensure 

The Plaza Cinema                 

2 credits = 2 hour film 

Dorchester Arts Centre  

each credit worth discount 

REMIX Dram Group for Young 

people with L.D.  

1 credit = 1 hour  

Alistair Chisholm Ghost 

Walks Town Centre  

2 credits = 1 ghost walk 

1610 Club Dorchester Sports 

Centre 

1  credit =1 swim 

Dorset County Museum  

5 credits entry into the                  

museum & 1 credit 1 cup of tea 

Dorchester Football Club  

2 credits = 1 match entry 

 

 

Spending Places 
B R I D P O R T  

D O R C H E S T E R  
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The Osprey Leisure Centre  

1 credit = 1 swim and access to swimming pool, squash, Gym 

Induction, tennis and badminton speak to the staff about how 

many credits are required.   

Spending Places 

 

RSPB at the Swannery car 
park  

1 credit = 1 cup of tea or hot 
chocolate 

Wessex Golf Club Driving 
Range                                  

1 credit = 1bucket of balls 

Zumba—Ann Marie Kirby  

1 credit = 1 Zumba session 

Weymouth College  

3 to 7 credits depending on 
Beauty Treatment 

 

 

Pitch & Putt at Lodmoor Park 

1 credit = 1 hour 

Tower Sealife Centre   

six credits = free entry  

Weyline Taxis  

5 credits = Wonga ticket = 1 
mile 

Everyone Active   

Swimming Pool 1 credit = 1 
swim 

Riviera Hotel  

2 Credits = swim, sauna & 
steam room 

W E Y M O U T H  

P O R T L A N D  
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1 hour          

Earning  & Spending  
Credits 

 = 1 Credit  

 Example  
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“Walking In Their  

Footsteps”   
 

I have been working with a young man on this project for about six 
weeks. The  project itself is  extremely well organized, prepared and 
executed by the team at Routes and led by Lorna Johnson who has 
provided a friendly, highly planned and  interesting environment for the 
young people who take part in the project looking  into the pilgrimage 
of Saint Aldhelm around Dorset and stories local  people have about 
relatives’ experiences of the First World War.  

I really enjoy my role on the Community Credit Scheme which gives 
both of us something to show for the work we have undertaken at the 
end of each session. It is certainly a valuable project, not only for the 
people involved but eventually for the wider community too when they 
view the completed work. 

Julia Moore — Volunteer Mentor/Buddy 

“This scheme is the best project I have ever seen started in the              
voluntary sector. As a project officer I really struggle to get the budget 
to get enough support workers to help young people with learning                 
disabilities access the voluntary activities fully. This scheme provide 
skilled screened support volunteers already with DBS check done  
matched to the needs of the person. It allows one on one work so the 
skills of the young people I volunteer with to be fully deployed and their              
contributions shine. This makes the quality of the volunteer experience 
excellent and we have life changing personal progress because of it. 
Most crucially of all this many more organisations can now offer                
volunteer roles to people with learning disabilities as they can come 
with a support worker attached where as before they did not have the 
capacity. It is a complete game changer"  
 
Lorna Johnson project officer HLF Walking in their Shoes                
Project   - Dorset Youth Association.”. 
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“The credit scheme has made me believe in myself 
and nothing  has ever done that before”              

Weymouth 
 

“It makes me really happy to be shown new stuff”   

R - Dorchester 
 

“Volunteering has given me the 
confidence to try new things” 

A—Weymouth 
 

“ I treated my mum to a hot  
chocolate at the RSPCA centre 
in Weymouth with my credits”              

R - Bridport 
 

“I am helping more people” 

R. Weymouth 

“Through my Volunteer Buddy I got              
accepted onto the Princes Trust 
Scheme and my confidence has   

grown”              

“The has really 
changed my life, 
my confidence 
has grown and I 
have made new 
friends.                   

“I spend my credits  
on getting my nails 
done at Weymouth 
College” Catherine 


